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Introduction 

Weddings are a milestone in the journey of two people in search of love and 

happiness. At weddings, couples declare openly and without shame that 

their love is beautiful and strong. The bride and groom proudly proclaim 

their love for all to see. They seem to say, “This person that I love and am 

marrying today, completes me, gives my life meaning and makes me 

happy.”  

People have married for thousands of years. Weddings are cross-cultural, 

cross-continental and they cross religious boundaries. It is not surprising 

that in today’s global village, there are more opportunities to find love 

outside of one’s traditional upbringing. With each wedding, I see the spark of 

hope, the strength of faith in the future and the promise of happiness that 

love brings. Weddings remind us to embrace love in celebration of life.  

This eBook is based on my experiences in conducting hundreds of wedding 

ceremonies. You will find tried and tested wedding ideas to have your 

ceremony flow well and some things to watch for. It is my hope that the 

wedding ceremony tips will inspire you in the preparation of your wedding. It 

is my hope that these will allow you to realize your dream wedding 
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ceremony. In the end, I wish for everyone to find the love and happiness 

they deserve. 

 

 

Venue Considerations 

You have decided to have your wedding ceremony at a venue other than the 

church or city hall. This poses many challenges but also allows you to truly 

personalize your ceremony. 

Firstly, you must decide whether you want to have the ceremony at a special 

location or at the same site as the reception. Having the ceremony at the 

reception venue saves on commute time and hassles for both you and your 

guests. This is especially true for out-of-town guests who may not know 

their way around. Most weddings ceremonies I perform are at the reception 

site. When you are considering a site for the ceremony, you should keep in 

mind what it will be like at the date and time of your wedding.  

 

Here are some items you can examine in choosing your outdoor site: 

 

1- Does it have an accommodation for bad weather (rain, high winds, 

blistering heat)? Can you easily and quickly move from outdoors to 

indoors or a protected area? Can you install a suitably large tent on 

the site in case of bad weather?  

 

2- What will be the position of the sun at the date and time of the 

wedding? Will you be facing the sun? Will you be in partial shade which 

presents challenges for photography? Use a digital camera and take 

some pictures to test this out. If you are in the sun, please don’t forget 

to use sunscreen. 
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3- Is there an attractive place for the ceremony? Is it large enough to 

easily accommodate yourselves, the officiant and the bride and 

groom’s parties? What will be behind you during the ceremony? For 

example, if you are on a beach, will there be passersby or boats in the 

background? 

 

4- Do you need to concern yourself with pests and insects during the 

ceremony? Insects are usually more of an issue just before dusk. Can 

you schedule the ceremony with that in mind? Can you spray before 

the wedding if pests present a problem?  

 

5- Are there environmental sounds that will interfere with the ceremony? 

Is the site near an airport, construction site, highway, babbling brook, 

sports facilities, playgrounds or concert venues? 

 

6- Are there electrical outlets nearby if you need to use a PA system, 

amplifier or video camera? 

 

7- Is there a convenient location where the bride can make final 

adjustments to her wardrobe and not be seen before she enters? If it 

is windy, she may need to secure her veil to ensure that it does not fly 

off.  

 

8- Is there sufficient and convenient parking for your guests? Is it 

handicap accessible?  

  

9- Is there an appropriate shaded space for the musician(s) or DJ with 

electrical outlets if needed? 
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10- Will women be able to walk around the venue safely and 

comfortably in spike heels? Cobblestone and wet grass are a challenge 

for women’s footwear. 

 

For an indoor site you can think about: 

 

1- Is there a convenient place that has sufficient space for the ceremony 

and seating of guests? Is it large enough to easily accommodate 

yourselves, the officiant and the bride and groom’s parties? 

 

2- Is there enough light so that people can see you and take pictures with 

a regular camera? Can you add to or adjust the lighting? Are you near 

a window that can cause back-lighting issues? Use a digital camera 

and take some picture to test this out. 

 

3- Do you need to decorate the space to make it special for the 

ceremony? Adding a background, décor lighting or a platform can 

transform any location. 

 

4- Are there environmental sounds that will interfere with the ceremony? 

Is the ceremony space near the kitchen or the bar? 

 

5- Are there electrical outlets nearby if you need to use a PA system or 

amplifier? 

 

6- Is there a convenient location where the bride can make final 

adjustments to her wardrobe and not be seen before she enters?  
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7- Is there sufficient and convenient parking for your guests? Is it 

handicap accessible? 

 

8- Is there space to accommodate the musician(s) or DJ with electrical 

outlets if needed? 

 

9- Do you need to reset the space after the ceremony for dinner? Do you 

and your guests have a place to go while it is being reset?  

 

10- Do you need someone to open the doors to the room for the 

bridal party and bride’s entrance? Do you need to close the doors after 

the bride has entered the room? 

 

 

Standard entrance procession 

Here is a standard/traditional entrance procession.  

 

1- Mothers are accompanied to their seats 

  

2- The first piece of music is played and the ring bearer enters. 

 

3- The bridesmaids go after the ring bearer. There should be a five 

second count in-between each bridesmaid. This gives a nice spacing 

between the bridal parties as they walk down the aisle.  

 

4- The flower girl is the last of the bridal party to start down the aisle 

before the bride. She spreads the flower petals on the floor in honor 

of the bride.  
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5- Once the bridal party is situated at the front, the second song is 

played. When the bride hears the second song it is her cue that all the 

bridal party has made it to the front. The bride counts to ten and then 

enters.  

 

6- The bride walks on her father’s left, down the aisle to just beyond the 

first guest chairs and stops.  

 

7- If the bride has a veil, her father lifts it, revealing the bride to the 

groom. The bride gives her father a hug and kiss to thank him for 

bringing her this far.  

 

8- The groom steps up and gives the bride’s father a handshake to thank 

him. The father sits down.  

 

9- The groom steps beside the bride on her right side and holds up his 

left hand, palm facing downwards.  

 

10- The bride places her right hand on top of his left.  

 

11- They walk up to the officiant, turn and face each other.  

 

12- The Maid of Honor arranges the bride’s dress and takes the bride’s 

flowers.  
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Alternatives for the entrance procession 

There are several variations that can be incorporated depending on what the 

bride and groom wish for their wedding. Some of the common options are:  

 

1- The groom can have his own entrance. However, it is not a procession 

like the bride. The groom enters with his groomsmen in a group.  

 

2- The groomsmen accompany the bridesmaids down the aisle.  

 

3- If the ring bearer is very young, being the first one out can be 

intimidating. Placing him second in the procession works well. This 

gives him someone to follow and someone behind him to urge him 

forward. The ring bearer can also walk in with the flower girl. 

 

4- The bride is accompanied by both her father and mother. Make sure 

the aisle is wide enough so that three people can easily fit. The bride’s 

dress may take up extra room and allowances need to be made for 

that. In addition, make sure there is enough clearance with any end-

of-row decorations so that you don’t hit them on the way in. 

  

5- When there is a natural father and a step-father, one father 

accompanies the bride half-way down the aisle. He hands her to the 

other father to complete the trip down the aisle to the front. 

 

6- The mother joins the father and bride once they have arrived at the 

front. The handoff to the groom is then performed with both parents. 
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7- The groom raises his bride’s veil once at the front instead of the 

father. The groom can also wait to raise the veil at the sealing of the 

vows with a kiss.  

 

8- Once at the front, the bride and groom turn to face each other and 

hold hands.  

 

9- The bride holds on to her flowers instead of giving them immediately 

to the Maid of Honor. She hands her flowers to the Maid of Honor at the 

Exchange of Vows because she will need to have both hands free for her 

Vows.  

 

 
Structure of a Ceremony 

There are many ways to structure a ceremony. Most people would recognize 

the following order of events as a typical wedding: 

  

1- Welcome  

2- Address to the Assembly  

3- Address to the Couple  

4- Readings  

5- Expression of Intent and Consent  

6- Affirmation of Family and Friends  

7- Exchange of Vows  

8- Giving and Receiving of Rings  

9- Blessing of the Marriage  

10- Declaration of Marriage  

11- Sealing of Vows with a 10 second Kiss (so that the photographer can 

take several photos)  

12- Signing of the Marriage Register and License  
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13- Final Blessing  

14- Exit  

 

Alternatives for the ceremony 

The ceremony can be changed to reflect the vision that the bride and groom 

have for their day. Here are some common alternatives.  

 

1- The mention of an absent loved one –either because they could not 

come or have passed on – can be inserted in the Address to the 

Assembly. Some people choose to have a statement read. Others 

include the lighting of a candle or having a picture on the signing 

table.  

 

2- Readings represent the feelings that the bride and groom have about 

their love and marriage. It is their message to their family and 

friends. Aside from poems, prose, stories, songs, or even a dance can 

be performed. The standard ceremony has two readings.  

 

3- An elder of the family reads The Blessing of the Marriage. It is neat to 

have a member of the older generation bless the newer generation. It 

is also touching to have the mothers bless their children.  

 

4- The acknowledgment of children is accomplished by mentioning them 

in the vows. The couple can also recite a special promise to them.  

 

5- Other ceremonial rituals can be inserted in the ceremony. Usually they 

are performed after the Giving and Receiving of Rings. Some popular 

ones are the lighting of a Unity Candle and Exchange of Roses. One of 

my favorites is the Unity Sand ceremony. It is versatile and can easily 
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be done indoors as well as outdoors. It is easy to include parents and 

children in this ceremony. It has visual appeal and is safe. Many other 

rituals can be added such as the Breaking of the Glass, the 

Completing of the Circle (tuan yuan), a Hand fasting, or any variety of 

rituals. 

 

6- As a general caution, I find that candles in any outdoor ceremony are 

a challenge. The candles are hard to light and stay lit because of wind. In 

the daylight, it is nearly impossible to see if a candle is lit – and therefore 

the ritual loses its impact. I recommend using candles for indoor or 

evening ceremonies. 

 

 
Toasted Ending 

There are two alternate endings that I conduct. The first works very well in 

an intimate setting. During the signing of the Marriage Register and License, 

champagne is distributed to all the guests in attendance. When we conclude 

the signing, the final blessing is actually a toast to the newly married couple. 

The party begins following the toast as the bride and groom greet their 

guests. 

 

 
Kiss N Go Ending 

The other alternate ending is inspired from all the wedding ceremonies that 

we see in movies. Since the filmmaker cannot spend precious time showing 

the whole ceremony, they summarize the ceremony as:  

 

1- Do you take this bride to be your wife (Groom) I do 

2- Do you take this groom to be your husband, (Bride) I do 

3- By the powers vested in me, I declare you married 
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4- Couple kisses 

5- Couple exits.  

 

The beauty of this structure is that it builds upon the applause and 

enthusiasm that is generated once the couple kiss. To accomplish this 

ending, the structure of the wedding is changed to:  

 

1- Welcome 

2- Address to the Assembly 

3- Address to the Couple 

4- Readings (typically two, can be read by a guest) 

5- Expression of Intent and Consent 

6- Affirmation of Family and Friends 

7- Signing of the Marriage Register and License 

8- Exchange of Vows 

9- Giving and Receiving of Rings 

10- Blessing of the Marriage (can be read by elder of the family) 

11- Declaration of Marriage 

12- Sealing of Vows with a Kiss 

13- Exit 

 

 
Signing the Marriage Register 

Signing the register is a necessary part of the ceremony. It involves not only 

signing the marriage register but also the marriage license. This is part of 

what makes the whole process legal. Whether you are in a church wedding 

or not, this must be completed.   

You may have seen in some weddings that signing the register seems to 

take forever. This is because much of the information on the license must be 

transcribed into the wedding register. To speed up the process, I pre-fill out 
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the marriage register and the license so that all that is required during the 

ceremony is the couple’s and witnesses’ signatures. In so doing, we only 

spend four minutes on this part of the ceremony – about one song in length.  

Other tips for the signing of the register are: 

 

1- Have a pen available. There have been times when the special pen 

that the couple bought for the signing – you know the one with the 

feather – doesn’t work. 

 

2- Have a high cafe table where everyone can stand for the signing or sit 

at a small table during this part of the ceremony. You want to avoid 

people leaning over the table to sign. In too many pictures I’ve seen 

men leaning over to sign exposing a bald spot on their heads. Women 

want to avoid having the valley of bosom exposed - or worse – having 

“the ladies” fall out. 

 

3- Most weddings have the Maid of Honour and the Best Man sign as 

witnesses. Other traditions have the fathers sign. I’ve also had the 

mothers of the couple sign the register. It really depends on your 

desire and the legal requirements of the jurisdiction in which you are 

getting married.  

 

 
Exit 

The exit from the venue is very simple. The newly married couple walk down 

the aisle hand in hand, smiling as they go. The Maid of Honour and Best Man 

start down the aisle once the couple has past the last row of chairs in the 

room. This allows the photographer to take pictures of the couple without 

anyone behind them.  
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Final Words 

I wish you all well and leave you with this blessing. 

 

May your Love be like the earth 

Rich, natural, and deeply rooted 

Strong as rock yet soft as sand 

Always growing 

And always patient 

 

May your Love be like fire 

Passionate, intense, and energetic 

A flame that never dies 

As radiant as the morning sun 

And as warm as an evening embrace 

 

May your Love be like water 

Moving, constantly changing 

Never still, never stagnant 

As vast as the ocean 

And as fresh as a spring’s rain 

 

May your Love be like air 

The sharing of dreams, thoughts, and emotions 

Always fragrant, always carefree 

Found in the breeze of a whisper, 

Or in the breath of a kiss 

 

May your Love be 

Like all four elements 
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Physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually intertwined 

To create the perfect balance, 

And to craft the perfect ribbon 

For to bind your two hearts 

Into one 

 

About the Author 

Alan Viau has been conducting on-location wedding ceremonies in the capital 

of Canada, Ottawa, since 2004. He is one of the most requested officiants 

and has performed hundreds of customized wedding ceremonies. He works 

with each couple to ensure that their ceremony reflects their love and 

personality. Alan believes that weddings are a joyous celebration of love and 

a way to share a bond of happiness in the community.  

 

Alan is an officiant with All Seasons Weddings (www.ottawaweddings.ca). 

 

If you found this helpful, you can purchase the companion 

paperback book or eBook “From The Heart! Wedding Ceremonies 

That Work” by Alan Viau. It has more advice for couples wanting to 

have an on-location ceremony. Find it at www.weddingchaplain.ca 

 


